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January Church Services  St. Andrew's, Sandon  

Sunday 3rd  Second Sunday of Christmas 

 10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesday 5th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 7th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer 

Sunday 10th  First Sunday of Epiphany 

 8:00 am Said Holy Communion (1662) 

 10:00 am Family Service 

Tuesday 12th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 14th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer 

Sunday 17th  Second Sunday of Epiphany 

 10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesday 19th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Thursday 21st  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer 

Sunday 24th  Third Sunday of Epiphany 

 10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesday 26th  9:30 am Said Holy Communion 

Wednesday 27th  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 

Thursday 28th  8:30 am CCG Morning Prayer 

Sunday 31st  Fourth Sunday of Epiphany 

 10:00 am Parish Eucharist  
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Sandon Parish Contacts 

Howe Green URC  

 Rev Mark Meatcher  01702 342120 

 Pam Knott   471691 

Essex County Councillor 

 Ian Grundy   01277 840737 

Chelmsford City Councillors 

 Richard Ambor   r.ambor@chelmsford.gov.uk 222874  

 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 

 Ian Wright   iwright2000@yahoo.com 226289 

Sandon Parish Council 

 Ron Bullus  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 

 Cedric Calmeyer   cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 

 Martin Cross Vice-Chair xfamily@nildram.co.uk 478910 

 Rosemary Hoare  rosemaryhoare@aol.com 473974  

 Dee Hyatt  Chair  dee.hyatt@virgin.net 478203 

 Louise James Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 477111 

 Richard Mbonye  globetech846@gmail.com 476800 

 Ron Robbin-Coker  ronrobco@gmail.com 476808 

Sandon Village Hall 

 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 

 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 

 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386 

St Andrew's Youth Fellowship  

 Evelyn Ellis    222682 

Uniformed Organisations 

 Susan Little Brownies  01621 840525 

 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 

 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 

 Jean Blake Cubs  603155 

 Neville Paul Scouts  474891 

Women's Institute 

 Dorothy Gray    223609 

Sandon Sports Club 

 Graham Lucas    283730 
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‘Prayer changes things’ 

May I start this letter by wishing 

you all a very happy and 

peaceful new year as we venture 

forth in God’s purposes together. 

This year I would like above all, 

to see us as a worshipping 

community being more 

intentional about engaging in 

prayer. Prayer begins and ends 

with God. He calls us into prayer, 

just as he calls us into friendship 

with himself.  

While most of us believe in the 

power of prayer, that prayer 

changes things and enables 

things to happen, many of us 

find it so hard to commit time to 

it. There are so many other 

distractions in our lives, so many 

competing pressures. 

In 2015 we produced a Parish 

Prayer Calendar which lists all 

people connected with St. 

Andrews. It is good that so many 

people have found this helpful in 

their prayer life. I would like to 

encourage more to use this 

booklet. We also began to take 

praying for the roads in our 

Parish seriously and we have 

delivered to each house in a 

road each month a flyer inviting 

people to let us know if there is 

anything that they would like us 

to pray for. We will continue to do 

this and I am indebted to 

members of our PCC for 

undertaking this task of 

delivering the leaflets. 

Paul urges the Thessalonian 

Christians to, ‘Pray continually, 

give thanks in all circumstances. 

(1 Thess 5:17-18) choosing to 

live his life in the practice of 

earnest and persistent prayer. 

So may I urge you to double 

your efforts this year to join us 

for prayer as we seek God for 

his Kingdom. We will be having a 

day of prayer in St. Andrews 

later this year. Why not make it 

your aim in so far as you are 

able to come to spend an hour in 

prayer and enjoy the presence of 

our Lord as we meet with him 

and listen to his promptings. 

 ‘If your day is hemmed with 

prayer, it is less likely to unravel’. 

2016 Our Ambition:  

Growth in breadth and depth 

Two ambitions that reflect the 

Great Commission that Jesus 

has given his whole Church: “Go 

and make disciples of all 

nations…teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded 

you” (Matt 28:18-20). In short, 

the Lord calls us to make new 

disciples and to nurture existing 

ones: 

Growth in numerical ‘breadth’ 

– attracting newcomers and 

increasing the size of our 
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congregation is a missional and 

practical imperative: 

• Missional, because Jesus 

commands us to make 

disciples – to call people to 

put their faith in him for 

forgiveness of sin, direction in 

life, and hope for eternity. 

• Practical, because the future 

viability of St Andrew’s is at 

stake. It is said that every 

local church is a generation 

from extinction if it is not 

drawing in younger members. 

In practice this means we should 

work for our church to be better 

attended on Sundays, and with a 

congregation more 

representative of the parish we 

serve. 

Growth in spiritual ‘depth’ – 

growth in Christian maturity and 

discipleship among the existing 

congregation. We should aim to 

have a programme of ministries 

that give people the opportunity 

to deepen their Christian faith. 

So what does a growing disciple 

look like? They will be someone 

who is:  

• Increasingly committed to 

Sunday meetings, who view 

them as an opportunity to be 

built up in their faith and to 

build up others. They come 

for the sake of others as 

much as for themselves (see 

Heb 10:25). 

• Deepening their spiritual life, 

especially an appetite for 

Bible reading and prayer – an 

individual who enjoys a 

growing personal relationship 

with God through Christ. 

• Becoming more willing to 

serve the church practically 

and financially. 

• Engaging more in 

evangelism, with a growing 

passion to share the Gospel 

message with non-Christian 

colleagues, friends and family, 

and a desire to welcome them 

into our church. 

• Growing in personal holiness, 

as their behaviour 

increasingly conforms to 

biblical standards. 

As we begin a New Year let us 

take seriously our growing in 

breadth and depth. 

Look in next month’s magazine 

for the date of a day of prayer in 

church where you can come and 

go when you wish and 

information about our Lent 

Course as we come together to 

deepen our spiritual lives. 

Later in the year there will be 

opportunities to find ways of 

serving the church practically 

and financially as well as 

engaging in evangelism. 

Terry 
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I am the New Year… 
I am an unspoiled page in your book of time. 
I am your next chance at the art of living. 

I am your opportunity to practise 
what you have learned about life 
during the last twelve months. 

All that you sought 
and didn't find is hidden in me, 
waiting for you to search it out 
with more determination. 

All the good that you tried for 
and didn't achieve is mine to grant 
when you have fewer conflicting desires. 

All that you dreamed but didn't dare to do, 
all that you hoped but did not will, 
all the faith that you claimed but did not have - 
these slumber lightly, 
waiting to be awakened by the touch of a strong purpose. 

I am your opportunity to make all things new. 

I am the New Year! Author Unknown 

Our Page Answers:  
1.gold finch   

2.goldfish   
3.golden syrup   

4.goldmine   
5.golden rod   
6.Goldilocks   
7.gold medal   

8.golden wedding 
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Phil's Story 

The pastor asked if anyone in 

the congregation would like to 

express praise for answered 

prayers. Suzie Smith stood and 

walked to the podium. 

She said, "I have a praise. Two 

months ago, my husband, Phil, 

had a terrible bicycle wreck and 

his scrotum was completely 

crushed. The pain was 

excruciating and the doctors 

didn't know if they could help 

him." 

You could hear a muffled gasp 

from the men in the congregation 

as they imagined the pain that 

poor Phil must have 

experienced. 

"Phil was unable to hold me or 

the children," she went on, "and 

every move caused him terrible 

pain. We prayed as the doctors 

performed a delicate operation, 

and it turned out they were able 

to piece together the crushed 

remnants of Phil's scrotum and 

wrap wire around it to hold it in 

place." 

Again, the men in the 

congregation cringed and 

squirmed uncomfortably as they 

imagined the horrible surgery 

performed on Phil. 

"Now," she announced in a 

quivering voice, "thank the Lord, 

Phil is out of the hospital and the 

doctors say that with time his 

scrotum should recover 

completely." All the men sighed 

with unified relief. 

The pastor rose and tentatively 

asked if anyone else had 

something to say. 

A man stood up and walked 

slowly to the podium. 

He said, "I'm Phil." 

The entire congregation held its 

breath. 

"I just want to tell my wife the 

word is ‘sternum’!" 

Submitted by David Farrar 

Saturday 16
th

 January  
8:30am – 10 am 

Butts Green Garden Centre 

Speaker Revd Lee Batson 

Priest in Charge of Boreham  

Please reserve your place by 

contacting Dennis on 472997 or 

signing the list at the back of 

the church.  

Full English Breakfast and 

speaker All for £7 
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Friends of  
Sandon Church 
2014 saw the setting up of the 

Friends of Sandon Church. We 

have to date over 50 friends who 

have signed up either for life 

membership or an annual 

membership. It’s not too late to 

become a friend and all you 

need to do is contact Terry on 

either 01245 698988 or email 

tgabrown@hotmail.com to 

receive a membership form or 

you can collect one at the back 

of the church. There are to be 

some good events organised by 

the friends in 2016 so don’t miss 

out, join today. 

The first major task of the friends 

is to raise money to repair the 

church roof. One way of raising 

money is to apply for grants. We 

need to raise money for our 

church and if you have an event 

which you think would help raise 

funds then please contact Terry 

on the contact information 

above. If you know of a choir, 

band, instrumentalist who would 

like to perform in a concert for 

us, then please let me know. 

 Terry 
The Mind of a Child 
My wife hosted a dinner party for 

all our friends, some of whom we 

hadn't seen for ages and 

everyone was encouraged to 

bring their children along as well. 

All throughout dinner my wife's 

best friend's four-year-old 

daughter stared at me as I sat 

opposite her. The little girl could 

hardly eat her food for staring. 

I checked my shirt for spots, felt 

my face for food, and patted my 

hair in place, but nothing 

stopped her from staring at me. I 

tried my best to just ignore her, 

but finally it was too much for 

me. 

I asked her, "Why are you staring 

at me?" 

Everyone at the table had 

noticed her behaviour and the 

table went quiet, waiting for her 

response. 

The little girl said, "I'm just 

waiting to see how you drink like 

a fish." 
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Men’s Breakfast  
Butts Green Garden Centre 

This month I actually managed 

to get along to the Men’s 

Breakfast Meeting and so 

experienced my first cooked 

breakfast for ages! It was very 

good so I can certainly 

recommend to anyone who is 

fed up cooking breakfasts to get 

along there! 

There were I think 15 or so of us 

there and our speaker was 

Edward Carter, the Canon 

Theologian of Chelmsford 

Cathedral who spoke for about 

20 minutes on ‘Ethical Investing 

and The Church’s Money’. This 

sounds somewhat dry but it was 

put over so well that I found the 

time flew!  

Edward has one foot in the 

Cathedral and the other in the 

Chelmsford Diocese in general. 

He has a degree in Economics 

and has worked in his own small 

companies and is now involved 

with the Church of England 

(C of E) investment.  

The C of E has money raised 

from within both parishes and 

dioceses. (The C of E is 

effectively owned by the People 

of England.) There are different 

‘pots’ within the body. For 

example there are the Church 

Commissioners, Pension Funds 

etc totalling about £7-8 billion.  

Now one may ask, what about 

having money on the one hand 

and in the other a Bible! How are 

both compatible? We all need to 

have money to get by and 

money is like a ‘promise to pay’. 

We are in the World but not of 

the World. We are citizens of the 

World but believe in another 

home that is Heaven, so we 

have other loyalties. However 

we should be using this money 

ethically and Edward is a 

member of the EIAG, the Ethics 

Investment Advisory Group of 

the C of E. 

There is a lot of engagement 

with UK Companies by the 
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Group . e.g. Supermarkets and 

for example they might discuss 

how to position or not position 

their alcohol selling and the 

methodology. The Group can 

nudge such companies in the 

right direction. Edward 

mentioned a mines group that 

were unethical and took no 

notice of  the C of E concerns. 

The C of E disinvested their 

shares and the next day the 

Mine’s Company Managing 

Director was on the phone, now 

taking notice and with a 

subsequent change in the 

company direction and policy. 

The Ethical Investing Policy 

does work and works well. There 

is Positive Impact Investing 

which deliberately enhances the 

way we want the World to go; for 

example in supporting 

Renewable Energy Investments 

etc and not supporting British 

Aerospace, British American 

Tobacco etc. 

So the EIAG has a three-fold 

approach: A red lights approach 

to those companies that are not 

ethical, steering ethical 

companies wherever possible 

and Impact Investment to get a 

positive drive into an improved 

World. 

A warm thank you was given by 

Terry at the end of the meeting. 

David Farrar 
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My fiancé suggested that I took 

our dog to the dog show that 

was due to be held at St 

Andrew's Church. He was going 

to be at work so it was down to 

me to do. I felt a bit aggrieved to 

do this as my weekends were so 

busy and as we were getting 

married in a few weeks, my time 

was very precious. Ian is a non-

believer so it was not because it 

was a church event, it was 

purely because 

our dog, that we 

had got from the 

RSPCA the year 

before, Hugo, 

had become 

such a big part 

of our lives. Ian 

therefore 

thought the idea 

of entering him 

in a dog show 

would be good 

fun. 

It was a beautiful summer’s day 

and there were lots of stalls 

selling all sorts of things from 

plants, bric-a-brac, raffles, toys 

and games for the children and 

for pets. Quite a few dogs were 

being shown and Hugo won 

second prize for glossiest coat. 

We were delighted!!! 

I had a chat to the Priest in 

Charge, Terry Brown, whom I 

know as a fellow Governor of 

The Sandon School. Terry 

suggested that I came to the Pet 

Service at the Church the 

following day. It was lovely to be 

so welcomed as a newcomer to 

the Church. So much so, I have 

been attending ever since. 

It was during one Sunday 

service that I sat 

next to a couple 

who I had not 

really got to 

know at that 

stage, Judy and 

Richard Cecil. I 

sang along to 

the hymns, as 

best I could and 

at the end of the 

service I 

commented on 

Judy's singing, 

as I thought she had a nice voice 

and sang very confidently. Judy 

explained that she was part of 

the choir, but was sat amongst 

the congregation that week. I 

explained that I love to sing, 

whether I can or not is another 

matter, but still love to. Judy said 

that I should come along to choir 

practice one night and see if I 

like it. 

Guided to Church by the Non-Believer 

Hugo wins his rosee at the Dog Show  
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I plucked up the courage on 

Friday night to go to choir 

practice. They made me feel 

very welcome. I sang hymns I 

had never heard of, but soon got 

the hang of it and thoroughly 

enjoyed the evening and it was 

not long before I was a choir 

member. It has become such a 

lovely part of my life and has 

given me confidence. Ian even 

says that since I have started 

singing regularly, I now have 

stopped snoring!! I believe he 

ought to join too then! 

It is wonderful to be a member of 

St Andrew's Church, I have 

made many friends and feel part 

of a community. I particularly like 

St Andrew's as it is more intimate 

than some of the bigger 

churches, which has enabled me 

to get to know everyone there. I 

am learning a lot about my faith 

and feel able to share this with 

my friends, family and 

colleagues. My son is really 

proud of me and even my 

husband has attended church to 

hear me sing, but still remains a 

non-believer (and a snorer)! 

I really thank Ian now for 

suggesting the Dog Show. Little 

did I realise then that God really 

does move in mysterious ways. 

Claire Jefferies (Wood) 

Calling  

All Flower Arrangers. 

Would you like to join the Team 

of Flower Arrangers who 

maintain the tradition of 

decorating the  St Andrew's 

Church with flowers throughout 

the year? Our team is getting 

smaller and  for the first time in 

many years we have a few 

dates on our weekly rota in 

2016 that we will need flower 

arrangers for. Arrangements 

are normally placed on the Altar 

and in the Piscina in the Lady 

Chapel.  

 

Please contact  

Janet Underwood 225756 

after 6:30pm  

if you are interested.  

 

If you have not done Church 

Flowers before guidance is 

available. 
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Christmas Fayre 

It was blowing a gale outside but 

inside Sandon Village Hall was 

glowing with a wonderfully warm 

festive cheer. 

Terry opened the Fayre with a 

short prayer. Father Christmas 

assisted by two of his elves was 

safely installed in his cosy and 

jolly grotto where lots of children 

paid him a visit. There was 

plenty of fun to be had either on 

the bottle tombola or the teddy 

tombola, as well as having a go 

on the hoopla which the children 

seemed particularly to enjoy 

(maybe it was the chance to win 

a jar of sweets) with some 

children going home with several 

jars I am not sure how happy the 

parents were!! Of course we had 

the amazing cake stall, which 

looked lovely with all the 

beautiful homemade cakes, 

(always popular) and this year 

we had a stall selling lovely 

homemade jams and pickles. 

The toy stall was crammed with 

toys as was the gift stall with its 

wares. The kitchen was busy as 

usual feeding hungry visitors 

with hot dog and mince pies. It 

wouldn’t be a Christmas Fayre 

without wonderful smelling bath 

treats and of course Christmas 

cards, not to mention the lovely 

stall selling homemade crafts 

such as cushions and knitted 

toys. Guess the name of the 

teddy proved very popular this 

year and we also had a lovely 

and unusual stall offering glitter 

tattoos.  

Towards the end of the Fayre 

people eagerly waited to see if 

they had won either the turkey or 

one of the many lovely prizes in 

the grand raffle. 

It was a fantastic afternoon, 

enjoyed by everyone, stall-

holders and visitors alike. 

After receiving in all the money 

the total now stands at over 

£2,000 which I think you will all 

agree is an incredible 

achievement.  

We would like to thank everyone 

who either helped on the day or 

came along to support the Fayre. 

We do hope to repeat the 

success next year!!! 

Liz Bobeldijk 

Father Christmas chats to visitors 
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Memorial to the Fallen 

A local historian has been doing 

further work on the background 

to the folk on the War Memorial 

in church. She writes, 

“Dear Richard 

“I have now investigated, as far 

as I can, the names of the men 

on the Sandon Memorial who 

died in the First World War. My 

sources were the 1891, 1901 

and 1911 Censuses. As you will 

see, there was mixed success. I 

was not able to find anything fur-

ther about their military history. 

“I have included all the infor-

mation I could find about the 

man, his parents, siblings and 

spouse that was not available in 

your piece about them. Some of 

it may seem irrelevant or exces-

sive; however, my feeling was 

that although there is nothing 

outstanding, it does help to place 

him in the context of his family, 

and any of it may of course be 

omitted from anything you de-

cide to make available on your 

village website. 

“The most recent Census infor-

mation that we can consult is 

1911, and so it’s not possible to 

seek the same sort of details for 

those who died in the Second 

World War since they were gen-

erally born after that date. I have 

looked at those who were born 

before 1911 but was unable to 

identify those people. 

“I have in mind to investigate the 

parents, where their names are 

given, but thought it best to send 

you now what I have for the First 

World War. “Kind regards 

 “Rosie Bartley-Crozier” 

The results of Rosie’s work can 

be seen in church in a document 

which includes research I did 

some years ago as well as work 

done by Alison Barker.  

Richard Cecil 
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The Next Great Bake Off 

To find out more e-mail 

baking@loveproductions.co.uk 

or download an application at 

. 

The deadline for applications is 

midnight Sunday10th January 

2016. 

Terms and Conditions  

To apply you must be over 16 on 

1ST February 2016. As an 

‘amateur baker’ your main 

source of income cannot come 

from commercial baking in a 

professional environment and 

you cannot have ever worked 

full-time as a baker or chef. You 

cannot have acquired any formal 

NVQ or other professional 

catering qualifications in the past 

10 years. 

Submitted by Dennis Terry 

GRANT AND 
JONES 
LARGE SHOWROOM with LIVE STOVES and FIRES 
BUTTS GREEN GARDEN CENTRE,  
MAYES LANE 
FIREPLACE SURROUNDS, STOVES,  
GAS AND ELECTRIC FIRES. 
BESPOKE SERVICE 
FREE SURVEY IN LOCAL AREAS 
FREE PARKING 
HETAS AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED 
www.grantandjones.co.uk 
email:- sales@grantandjones.co.uk 

Helen McKay 

The other day I was asked, ‘Is 

Helen still alive?’. The answer is 

‘Yes’. She will be 100 in February 

and she still lives in her own 

house in Halstead with a 

residential carer. 

She looks amazing, although 

very deaf and she spends many 

days in bed but always gets up 

and goes downstairs to lunch 

with her son David, each week. 

She cannot sew now but some of 

her beautiful needlework is in our 

church.  

She still enjoys reading the daily 

paper - these were on the bed 

when I visited. 

A party is planned for her 

birthday. 

Gillian Speakman: 
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St Andrew's, Sandon 
www.sandon-church.info 

Contributions or requests for this 

magazine should be sent to 

magazine@sandon-church.info 

or Richard Cecil, Chestnut 

Cottage, CM2 7RN by the 10th of 

the month preceding publication. 

Register Entries 
Baptism 

We welcomed into God’s Church 

Sunday 22nd November 

Jessica Mary Marilyn Gordon 

Christenings or 
Weddings  

St. Andrews Church 
Sandon 
Do contact  

Revd. Terry Brown  
on 01245 698988  

or  
email tgabrown@hotmail.com 

Bu�s Green 

Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 

CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 

Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 

for reservations 

Saturday 6
th

 February  
8:30 am – 10 am 

Butts Green Garden Centre 

Speaker Revd Carol Ball  

Vicar of  

South Woodham Ferrers 

Please reserve your place by 

contacting Janet on 472997 or 

signing the list at the back of 

the church.  

Full English Breakfast and 

speaker All for £7 
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Chelmsford and the 
Proposed Public Space 
Protection Order. 

Recent reports in the Essex 

Chronicle regarding Chelmsford 

City Council fining rough 

sleepers £100 has caused 

considerable concern to charities 

and organisation who work to 

help the homeless and 

vulnerable people of our City. I 

would like to make it very clear 

that the new PSPO is not 

intended to affect those who are 

homeless for whom our City 

Council have always provided 

support, advice and assistance, 

including discretionary housing 

payments, aid for emergency 

accommodation and working 

with the police and charity 

organisations. 

The proposed order would only 

prohibit rough sleeping where it 

resulted in Anti Social Behaviour 

and accommodation is available 

for them. 

Chelmsford City Council are 

holding a public consultation until 

8th January and would welcome 

all views. E-mails with views and 

comments can be sent to 

pspo.consultation@chelmsford.g

ov.uk 

I can assure you that your local 

City Councillors Bob Shepherd, 

Richard Ambor and myself will 

closely monitor the progress of 

this consultation to ensure the 

genuine homeless and 

vulnerable people in our City are 

treated with dignity and fairness. 

Cllr Ian Wright 

Apples 

The children were lined up in the 

cafeteria of a Catholic 

elementary school for lunch. At 

the head of the table was a large 

pile of apples. The nun made a 

note, and posted on the apple 

tray: 

'Take only ONE. God is 

watching.' 

Moving further along the lunch 

line, at the other end of the table 

was a large pile of chocolate 

chip cookies. 

A child had written a note, 'Take 

all you want. God is watching the 

apples.' 

The Claydon Clinic 

Physiotherapy 

Sports Injury Rehabilitation 

Acupuncture 

www.theclaydonclinic.com 

Tel/fax 01245 401255 

Email. theclaydonclinic@btinternet.com 

Old Southend Rd,  

Howe Green CM2 7TB 
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Parish Council Clerk 

As many will know there is a new 

appointment to the post of Clerk 

to the Parish Council. Louise 

takes up her post at the 

beginning of the month of 

January and writes, “Thank you 

for the opportunity to introduce 

myself. My name is Louise 

James and I have been a 

resident of Sandon for 

seventeen years. I have always 

enjoyed being a part of this rural 

community. My children have 

been involved in many of the 

clubs that are still active in the 

village today. They have 

attended the mother and toddler 

group, Brownies, sung in the 

church choir, been an elf for 

Father Christmas at the 

Christmas Fair and one of them 

even remembers being hoisted 

up on someone’s shoulders to 

switch on the Christmas lights. 

As you can imagine when an 

opportunity arose to work for the 

community I love I was 

delighted. Before working for 

Sandon Parish Council I have 

worked for school libraries and 

also for Essex County Council. 

My passions are reading and 

gardening although I recently 

attempted learning Russian. I 

have always enjoyed new 

challenges! Within my new role I 

am sure I will meet many new 

faces within the parish and I am 

certainly looking forward to the 

challenges that lie ahead. 
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Briefing on Syria 

This will clear everything up for 

you. 

President Assad (who is bad) is 

a nasty guy who got so nasty his 

people rebelled and the Rebels 

(who are good) started winning 

(Hurrah!). 

But then some of the rebels 

turned a bit nasty and are now 

called Islamic State (who are 

definitely bad!) and some 

continued to support democracy 

(who are still good). 

So the Americans (who are 

good) started bombing Islamic 

State (who are bad) and giving 

arms to the Syrian Rebels (who 

are good) so they could fight 

Assad (who is still bad) which 

was good. 

By the way, there is a breakaway 

state in the north run by the 

Kurds who want to fight IS 

(which is a good thing) but the 

Turkish authorities think they are 

bad, so we have to say they are 

bad whilst secretly thinking 

they're good and giving them 

guns to fight IS (which is good) 

but that is another matter. 

Getting back to Syria. 

So President Putin (who is bad, 

because he invaded Crimea and 

the Ukraine and killed lots of 

folks including that nice Russian 

man in London with polonium 

poisoned sushi) has decided to 

back Assad (who is still bad) by 

attacking IS (who are also bad) 

which is sort of a good thing? 

But Putin (still bad) thinks the 

Syrian Rebels (who are good) 

are also bad, and so he bombs 

them too, much to the 

annoyance of the Americans 

(who are good) who are busy 

backing and arming the rebels 

(who are also good). 

Now Iran (who used to be bad, 

but now they have agreed not to 

build any nuclear weapons and 

bomb Israel are now good) are 

going to provide ground troops to 

support Assad (still bad) as are 

the Russians (bad) who now 

have ground troops and aircraft 

in Syria. 

So a Coalition of Assad (still 

bad) Putin (extra bad) and the 

Iranians (good, but in a bad sort 

of way) are going to attack IS 

(who are bad) which is a good 

thing, but also the Syrian Rebels 

(who are good) which is bad. 

Now the British (obviously good, 

except that nice Mr Corbyn in the 

corduroy jacket, who is probably 

bad) and the Americans (also 

good) cannot attack Assad (still 

bad) for fear of upsetting Putin 

(bad) and Iran (good/bad) and 

now they have to accept that 

Assad might not be that bad 

after all compared to IS (who are 

super bad). 

So Assad (bad) is now probably 

good, being better than IS (but 
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let’s face it, drinking your own 

wee is better than IS so no real 

choice there) and since Putin 

and Iran are also fighting IS that 

may now make them Good. 

America (still Good) will find it 

hard to arm a group of rebels 

being attacked by the Russians 

for fear of upsetting Mr Putin 

(now good) and that nice mad 

Ayatollah in Iran (also Good) and 

so they may be forced to say 

that the Rebels are now Bad, or 

at the very least abandon them 

to their fate. This will lead most 

of them to flee to Turkey and on 

to Europe or join IS (still the only 

constantly bad group). 
To Sunni Muslims, an attack by 
Shia Muslims (Assad and Iran) 
backed by Russians will be seen 
as something of a Holy War, and 
the ranks of IS will now be seen 
by the Sunnis as the only Jihadis 
fighting in the Holy War and 
hence many Muslims will now 
see IS as Good (Doh!) 

Sunni Muslims will also see the 
lack of action by Britain and 
America in support of their Sunni 
rebel brothers as something of a 
betrayal (mmm. might have a 
point.) and hence we will be 
seen as Bad. 

So now we have America (now 
bad) and Britain (also bad) 
providing limited support to 
Sunni Rebels (bad) many of 
whom are looking to IS (good/
bad) for support against Assad 

(now good) who, along with Iran 
(also good) and Putin (also, now, 
unbelievably, good) are 
attempting to retake the country 
Assad used to run before all this 
started. 

So, now you fully understand 
everything, all your questions are 
answered! 

Keith Hartwell 
Submitted by David Farrar 

January 

The month of January was added 

to the Roman calendar by Numa 

Pompilius around 700 BC so that 

the calendar would equal a 

standard lunar year of 355 days 

(that’s 12 lunar months of just 

over 29½ days between full 

moons). Although March was 

originally the first month of the 

year in the old Roman calendar, 

January became the first month 

of the year around 450 BC. It 

originally consisted of 30 days but  

a day was added by Julius 

Caesar in 46 BC. 

January is the first month of the 

year in the Julian and Gregorian 

calendar that consists of 31 days. 

January starts on the same day 

of the week as the previous 

Christmas. 

Edited from 

www.timeanddate.com 
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Brains of Britain  
(these are real!) 

University Challenge (BBC2) 

Jeremy Paxman: What is 

another name for 'cherrypickers' 

and 'cheesemongers'? 

Contestant: Homosexuals. 

Jeremy Paxman: No. They're 

regiments in the British Army 

who will be very upset with you. 

Beg, Borrow or Steal (BBC2) 

Jamie Theakston: Where do you 

think Cambridge University is? 

Contestant: Geography isn't my 

strong point. 

Jamie Theakston: There's a clue 

in the title. 

Contestant: Leicester 

BBC Norfolk 

Stewart White: Who had a 

worldwide hit with What A 

Wonderful World? 

Contestant: I don't know. 

Stewart White: I'll give you some 

clues: what do you call the part 

between your hand and your 

elbow? 

Contestant: Arm 

Stewart White: Correct. And if 

you're not weak, you're...? 

Contestant: Strong. 

Stewart White: Correct - and 

what was Lord Mountbatten's 

first name? 

Contestant: Louis 

Stewart White: Well, there we 

are then. So who had a 

worldwide hit with the song 

‘What A Wonderful World’? 

Contestant: Frank Sinatra? 

Late Show (BBC Midlands) 

Alex Trelinski: What is the capital 

of Italy? 

Contestant: France. 

Trelinski: France is another 

country. Try again. 

Contestant: Oh, um, Benidorm. 

Trelinski: Wrong, sorry, let's try 

another question. In which 

country is the Parthenon? 

Contestant: Sorry, I don't know. 

Trelinski: Just guess a country 

then. 

Contestant: Paris. 

The Weakest Link (BBC2) 

Anne Robinson: Oscar Wilde, 

Adolf Hitler and Jeffrey Archer 

have all written books about their 

experiences in what: - Prison, or 

the Conservative Party? 

Contestant: The Conservative 

Party. 

Beacon Radio (Wolverhampton) 

DJ Mark: For 10, what is the 

nationality of the Pope? 

Ruth from Rowley Regis: I think I 

know that one. Is it Jewish? 

University Challenge 

Bamber Gascoigne: What was 

Gandhi's first name? 

Contestant: Goosey? 
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GWR FM (Bristol) 

Presenter: What happened in 

Dallas on November 22, 1963? 

Contestant: I don't know, I wasn't 

watching it then. 

Phil Wood Show (BBC GMR) 

Phil: What's 11 squared? 

Contestant: I don't know. 

Phil: I'll give you a clue. It's two 

ones with a two in the middle. 

Contestant: Is it five? 

Richard and Judy 

Richard: Which American actor 

is married to Nicole Kidman? 

Contestant: Forrest Gump. 

Richard and Judy 

Richard: On which street did 

Sherlock Holmes live? 

Contestant: Er. ... ... 

Richard: He makes bread . . .  

Contestant: Er .. ...... 

Richard: He makes cakes . . .  

Contestant: Kipling Street? 

Lincs FM Phone-In 

Presenter: Which is the largest 

Spanish-speaking country in the 

world? 

Contestant: Barcelona. 

Presenter: I was really after the 

name of a country. 

Contestant: I'm sorry, I don't 

know the names of any countries 

in Spain .. 

National Lottery (BBC1) 

Question: What is the world's 

largest continent? 

Contestant: The Pacific. 

Rock FM (Preston) 

Presenter: Name a film starring 

Bob Hoskins that is also the 

name of a famous painting by 

Leonardo da Vinci. 

Contestant: Who Framed Roger 

Rabbit? 

The Biggest Game in Town (ITV) 

Steve Le Fevre: What was 

signed, to bring World War I to 

an end in 1918? 

Contestant: Magna Carta? 

James O'brien Show (LBC) 

James O'Brien: How many kings 

of England have been called 

Henry? 

Contestant: Er, well, I know there 

was a Henry the Eighth ... ER. 

ER ... Three? 

Chris Searle Show (BBC Radio 

Bristol) 

Chris Searle: In which European 

country is Mount Etna? 

Caller: Japan. 

Chris Searle: I did say which 

European country, so in case 

you didn't hear that, I can let you 

try again. 

Caller: Er ........ Mexico? 
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Paul Wappat (BBC Radio 

Newcastle) 

Paul Wappat: How long did the 

Six-Day War between Egypt and 

Israel last? 

Contestant (long pause): 

Fourteen days. 

Daryl Denham's Drivetime 

(Virgin Radio) 

Daryl Denham: In which country 

would you spend shekels? 

Contestant: Holland? 

Daryl Denham: Try the next letter 

of the alphabet. 

Contestant: Iceland? Ireland? 

Daryl Denham: (helpfully) It's a 

bad line. Did you say Israel? 

Contestant: No. 

Phil Wood Show (BBC GMR) 

Phil Wood: What 'K' could be 

described as the Islamic Bible? 

Contestant: Er... .... ... 

Phil Wood: It's got two syllables . 

. . Kor. . 

Contestant: Blimey? 

Phil Wood: Ha ha ha ha, no. The 

past participle of run . . . 

Contestant: (Silence) 

Phil Wood: OK, try it another 

way. Today I run, yesterday I . . . 

Contestant: Walked? 

The Vault 

Melanie Sykes: What is the 

name given to the condition 

where the sufferer can fall asleep 

at any time? 

Contestant: Nostalgia. 

Steve Wright in the Afternoon 

(BBC Radio 2) 

Wright: Johnny Weissmuller died 

on this day. Which jungle-

swinging character clad only in a 

loin cloth did he play? 

Contestant: Jesus. 

A True Story 
A passenger in a taxi heading for 

Salford station leaned over to 

ask the driver a question and 

gently tapped him on the 

shoulder to get his attention. The 

driver screamed, lost control of 

the cab, nearly hit a bus, drove 

up over the curb and stopped 

just inches from a large plate 

window. 

For a few moments everything 

was silent in the cab. Then, the 

shaking driver said "are you OK? 

I'm so sorry, but you scared the 

daylights out of me." The badly 

shaken passenger apologised to 

the driver and said, "I didn't 

realise that a mere tap on the 

shoulder would startle someone 

so badly." The driver replied, 

"No, no, I'm the one who is sorry, 

it's entirely my fault. Today is my 

very first day driving a cab. I've 

been driving a hearse for 25 

years. 

Submitted by David Farrar 
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WI Meeting 
12

th
 November 2015  

At November’s meeting our 

president welcomed two visitors 

to Sandon WI. Our speaker, 

Marlene McAndrew reminded us 

that Christmas is not far away as 

she told us of the history of 

Pantomime from its very early 

days until the present time. Once 

it was an entertainment for 

adults; it is now more for children 

and is performed at Christmas 

time due to the influence of 

Queen Victoria and Prince 

Albert. The Dame is now the 

most important character and it 

is often played by a TV 

personality, to attract an 

audience. After a thank you from 

Sue Wells, members told of their 

Panto memories. The most 

amusing was when the backdrop 

curtain fell down during a 

performance revealing the 

backstage workers, sitting 

drinking pints of beer. The raffle 

also had a Christmas theme and 

was very popular, especially by 

those who won prizes. 

After tea members were 

reminded of carol services, 

outings and various Christmas 

invitations this year as well as 

the County AGM in Westcliff and 

the National AGM in Brighton, 

next year. Sandon WI will again 

be decorating the Christmas tree 

outside Sandon church and 

members were asked for their 

help. The trading stall in 

December will be in aid of 

CHESS and members were 

asked to bring something nice in 

a box, for sale. The speaker 

Martin Harrison’s talk is entitled 

“Christmas Waits” and we look 

forward to hearing him on 10th 

December at 2pm in Sandon 

Village Hall. 

Dorothy Gray 

01245 223609 
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History of bell ringing 

Dennis Terry points us to this 

from the website 

www.bellringing.org/history/ 

This is a continuation from last 

month. 

1700s 
In the rural areas, standards of 
behaviour deteriorated with bell 
ringers described as layabouts 
and drunks. Often locals saw an 
opportunity to earn a few 
shillings, however, this was often 
transferred quickly from the 
church tower to the village inn. 
Any and every opportunity taken 
to ring, for which the tavern 
keepers were very grateful. 
Attendance at church services 
was considered no part of bell 
ringing. 

Stories of bell’s powers to heal, 
to drive away evil and the devil, 
to calm storms and to save 
people from plague, pests and 
enemies led to bells being rung 
at the time of death to keep the 
devil away from the soul of the 
departed. A sum of money was 
given to the Church of St 
Sepulchre, at the Old Bailey, 
during the 1700's to pay for 
bellringing on days of execution. 
The condemned were given a 
service, a nosegay of flowers 
and a "peal" on the bells. 

1715 
The first true peal (a extent of 
ringing with over 5 000 different 
variations in) was believed to 

have been rung on May 2nd 
1715 at St Peter Mancroft, 
Norwich. 

1731 
By the middle of the 18th century 
many newspapers indicate that 
the ability to stand for three 
hours and to ring a peal of 5040 
changes was common and also 
that there was a crowd of 
listeners near and far eager to 
hear. At Leicester in March 1731 
one of the ringers commented; 
“we upon bells completed the 
whole peal of Grandsire Triples 
in three hours and two minutes 
to the great satisfaction of 
thousands both in town and 
country”. 

1767 
At Debenham in Suffolk a band 
of eight young men rung a peal 
of Bob Major, consisting of 
10,080 changes and taking over 
six hours.  

On the 16th March, these bells 
they were swung 
Such a peal in old England as 
never was rung 
By any eight persons, indeed at 
one time 
And now they are jolly and just in 
their prime 
Little Spalding the carpenter not 
very stout 
Took hold of the treble and 
swung her about 
There was Sawyer the whittler 
he droops as he goes 
Will start for the second as I do 
suppose 
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Wright the wethersett miller he’s 
not very old 
Yet he’d rather be ringing than 
taking of toll 
There’s Pettitt the blacksmith 
you very well know 
He’ll pull down the fourth and 
give her a good blow 
There’s Abbot the fifth, tho’ 
young at his strokes 
He’d rather be ringing than 
driving of spokes 

1800s 
Change ringing began to lower in 
social esteem, with swearing, 
smoking and a barrel of beer in 
the tower normal. Some belfries 
became notorious as the 
meeting place of the village riff-
raff, who indulged in heavy 
drinking and riotous behaviour. A 
deep rift developed between 
ringers and clergy, with some 
towers closed by their 
incumbents. The ringers often 
broke into the belfries to ring or 
drink and were usually very 
independent, reserving the right 
to choose when to ring. High 
Wycombe, Bucks in 1832… bells 
rung out to celebrate the passing 
of the Reform Bill but a few days 
later on the occasion of the 
annual visit of the Bishop the 
ringers refused to turn out as a 
mark of their disapproval at his 
having voted against the Bill in 
the HoL. 

Are church property, so Rector 
has law on his side, but little can 
do against a difficult band of 
ringers. In rural areas, any action 

rebounded = close knit and 
everyone related. Smaller 
congregations and collection 
money.  

Victorian Reform 
The Victorian reform of the 
Church of England included a 
reexamination of practices used 
since the Reformation. In 1839, 
the Cambridge Camden Society 
began a national spring clean of 
churches, including the tower 
and bell ringers. Rectors were 
reinstated in control of bell 
towers, despite many groups of 
ringers who fought to preserve 
their ‘privileges’. 

Church leaders want to improve 
the standard of ringing and, 
above all, to ensure proper and 
reverent behaviour in the ringing 
chamber and to encourage 
ringers to attend church 
services. Many churches had the 
floor of the ringing chamber 
removed and the ropes 
lengthened so that the ringers 
now performed in full view of the 
congregation.  



Sandon Parish Magazine January 2016 Page 28 

Whilst busy planning for the 

Christmas Fayre, I, like many 

others no doubt, had in the back 

of my mind that the date was fast 

approaching for the Operation 

Christmas Child shoeboxes to be 

handed in. 

It was during one of our planning 

meetings (involving plenty of tea 

& chat!) that Liz (Bobeldijk) and I 

decided that we would head out 

together to gather our shoebox 

items. For me, shopping 

together, rummaging for suitable 

gifts for our boxes, added an 

element of friendship, along with 

faith, to the preparation process, 

as we shared ideas and reflected 

on those who would receive our 

gifts. 

I’ve been part of several 

beautiful conversations within 

church or friends from church, 

where we have shared our great 

pleasure at being able to be part 

of this appeal and the fun we 

have fitting everything into the 

shoebox, which can fill up 

surprisingly quickly! 

We at St Andrew’s gathered a 

wonderful 28 boxes this year, 

filled with wonderful goodies, 

most of which were brought to 

the Family Communion Service 

on November 15th. Terry shared 

with us some video clips of some 

of the children receiving their 

boxes, as well as reflections 

from some who had received 

their box as a child and the 

lasting impact it has had on their 

lives. We also learned more 

about the work of the Samaritans 

Purse. 

I for one was very moved, as I 

could see others were. However, 

I also felt enormously proud to 

be part of a process of giving at 

a time of year when we spend so 

The Story of Our Shoeboxes 
Samaritans Purse, Operation Christmas Child 

Many thanks are due to all who 
contributed 
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much on the Christmas 

proceedings back here at home. 

Taken from the Samaritan’s 

Purse website: 

“After sharing the story of the 

Good Samaritan, Jesus said “Go 

and do likewise.” That is the 

mission of Samaritan’s Purse – 

to follow the example of Christ 

by helping those in need and 

proclaiming the hope of the 

Gospel. 

Samaritan’s Purse is an 

international relief and 

development organisation that 

works through local churches to 

proclaim and demonstrate the 

love of God amongst 

communities in Africa, Eastern 

Europe and Central Asia. We are 

part of the global Samaritan’s 

Purse family that has been 

providing spiritual and physical 

aid to hurting people around the 

world since 1970. Samaritan’s 

Purse also has offices in the 

USA, Canada, Germany, and 

Australia.” 

If you would like to learn more go 

to www.samaritans-purse.org.uk. 

Alison Read 

Flowers by Mary 
• Beautiful Floral designs 
• For home, office, weddings, 

anniversaries, birthdays etc. 
• Big or small occasions 
• Traditional to contemporary 

designs 
• Affordable prices 
• Free local delivery 
01245 477926 
07929 840631 
marymathew@btinternet.com 

Plot to Pot 
It is sad that owing to pressure of 

work I have had to accept Lesley 

Worboys’ resignation from this 

column. I am sure I articulate the 

sentiments of many when I say 

how thankful I am and many of 

us are for the careful and 

scholarly articles that she has 

given us over the last two years 

or so. Thank you Lesley. 
Richard Cecil 
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10 Science Jokes  
How Many Will You Get? 

1. I’m reading a great book on 

anti-gravity. I can’t put it 

down. 

2. I have a new theory on inertia 

but it doesn’t seem to be 

gaining momentum. 

3. Why can’t atheists solve 

exponential equations? 

Because they don’t believe in 

higher powers. 

4. Schrodinger’s cat walks into a 

bar. And doesn’t. 

5. Do you know the name 

Pavlov? It rings a bell. 

6. A group of protesters in front 

of a physics lab:  

“What do we want?”.  

“Time travel”  

“When do we want it?”.  

“Irrelevant.” 

7. What does a subatomic duck 

say? Quark! 

8. A neutron walks into a bar 

and asks how much for a 

beer. Bartender replies “For 

you, no charge”. 

9. Two atoms are walking along. 

One of them says:  

“Oh, no, I think I lost an 

electron.”  

“Are you sure?”  

“Yes, I’m positive.” 

10. An optimist sees a glass half 

full. A pessimist sees it half 

empty. An engineer sees it 

twice as large as it needs to 

be. 

Coronation Chicken 

Hands up anybody who is feeling 

the urge for salad after the 

Christmas excesses. 

Try this old favourite. 

1.6 - 1.8 kg chicken, few carrot 

and onion slices, bay leaf, 4 

peppercorns, salt and pepper. 

Place all in a large saucepan, 

cover with water and simmer for 

approximately 1½ hours till 

cooked thoroughly. Leave in the 

water till it is cool. 

1 onion, 25g butter, 4 no-soak 

apricots, grated rind of 1 lemon, 

2 tablespoons honey, 2 

tablespoons curry paste, 200ml 

white wine. 

Melt the butter in a small pan 

and cook the onions slowly until 

they are soft. Add the other 

ingredients. Simmer uncovered 

for 30 mins or till the consistency 

of thick chutney, stirring often to 

prevent it sticking to the pan. 

Cool. Blend in a food processor. 

Remove the chicken from the 

bone and cut into bite-sized 

pieces. Cover and refrigerate 

until making the salad. 

To make the salad, combine the 

spice mixture with 100ml of 

mayonnaise and 2 tablespoons 

of single cream. Fold in the 

chicken pieces and mix together. 

Serve with a mixed leaf salad. 

Serves 4 people. Narelle Arnold 
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Three Kings 

Does Christmas seem long 

gone? Well, Christmas doesn’t 

really end until Twelfth Night, 6th 

January. In the past all the 12 

days of Christmas used to be 

celebrated with feasting and 

parties. January 6th is also the 

Feast of the Epiphany, which is 

the day on which the wise men, 

led by the star, arrived at 

Bethlehem At Christmas we 

sang about Three Kings but we 

don’t really know who they were, 

kings or wise men or where they 

came from – you can check the 

details in St Matthew’s Gospel, 

chapter 2. 

We do know that they brought 

very expensive symbolic gifts of 

gold, frankincense and myrrh for 

Jesus, not the usual things that 

you would give to a small baby. 

Traditionally the gifts have a 

special meaning: gold is for a 

king; frankincense (sweet 

smelling incense) is for God and 

myrrh (a spice used to prepare 

bodies for burial) for mortal man. 

Golden Answers 

All the answers to this quiz begin 

with the letters GOLD (well, can 

you find any words that began 

with frankincense or myrrh?). 

Answers at the bottom of the 

page. 

Can you say which GOLD is … 

1. a small bird? 

2. kept in an aquarium? 

3. made from sugar and used 

in cooking? 

4. a source of wealth? 

5. a tall yellow flower? 

6. ate the three bears’ 

porridge? 

7. won by a winner at the 

Olympics? 

8. a 50th wedding 

anniversary?  

Answers on page 6 

What do you call a 

camel that’s got 

three humps? 

Humphrey.  

Who rides a camel 

and carries a lamp? 

Florence of Arabia. 
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Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd. Terry Brown* 

tgabrown@hotmail.com 
698988 

Church Wardens 
Janet Terry* 

David Farrar* 

472997 

471484 

PCC Secretary Christine Mennie* 281305 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church  

Council Members 

as * above and Colin Bryan, Judy Cecil, 

Valerie Grimwood, John Gruby, Mike Harris, 

Simon Johnson, Michael Puffett, 

 Dennis Terry and Ian Underwood 

Regular Activities 

2nd Sundays of the month  08:00 am Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am Family Service 

Other Sundays  10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  6:30 pm 
St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship 

(term time only) 
  8:00 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

Wednesday  9:30 am Celtic Prayer (4th Wed of month) 

Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 

  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 


